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Building Department


Structures Built Without Proper Building Permits and Building Inspections.

Please note that in some cases Lancaster County may not be able to approve a permit for your structure. Allowable uses, setbacks to property lines, wetland issues, building height limits, Department of Environmental Health issues and flood hazard requirements are examples of items that may pose restrictions preventing permit issuance. Removal of the non-permitted structure may be the only option for compliance. Please check for any possible problems before obtaining structural plans and any required reports. For stand alone structures or additions to existing structures, you will need to contact the Lancaster County Zoning Department at (803) 416-9777 to secure a zoning permit as well.  The Zoning department staff will advise if your use is allowed by the Unified development Ordinance.  If you are finishing or remodeling existing space, no Zoning permit is required. 

A South Carolina state licensed engineer must inspect the building for all structural requirements, including both lateral and gravity loads. The engineer may require removal of portions of siding and/or sheetrock or other invasive inspections to certify the structure meets minimum structural requirements. The engineer must provide a report stating the structural portions meet minimum building code requirements of the current adopted International Building Code, or list any deficiencies and provide a design to correct them. Deficiencies must be corrected by a South Carolina Licensed contractor. The engineers report must bear the seal of the South Carolina state licensed engineer. 

Any electrical work such as additional outlets, branch circuits, feeders panels added to the project must have a report from a licensed electrical contractor stating the work complies with the 2012 International Residential Code or 2011 National Electrical Code as adopted by Lancaster County..
If plumbing work, such as adding fixtures or moving the kitchen sink has been done, a report, noting that the work complies with the 2012 International Plumbing Code, from a Licensed Plumber must be provided prior to a permit being issued.

If mechanical work, such as installing a new furnace or fireplace has been done, a report from a Licensed Mechanical installer is needed. The report shall note that all aspects of the work complies with the equipments’ listing and installation requirements, the mechanical portion of the 2012 International Residential Code and/or the International Fuel Gas Code. The report must be provided prior to a permit being issued.  In addition,  the mechanical contractor shall provide a Manual J and Manual D calculation for the space . 
(Mechanical work that includes minor changes such as adding a heat supply duct or a bathroom fan may not require a mechanical report.)


    
Upon receipt and approval of all the required reports as outlined above, a final inspection will be performed for inspection of life safety features such as, but not limited to smoke detection system, carbon monoxide alarm systems, emergency escape and rescue openings, steps and landings located on the interior and exterior of the structure. 
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 Date__________________________
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Plumbing Contractor______________________ 
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