
Joint Recreation Commission Meeting 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 

Meeting Minutes 

Members Present   Members Absent   Staff Present 
James R. Carson, III   Erica Abbott    Hal Hiott 
Gerald Vetter         Katherine Walters 
Pam Giardiello 
Lester Belk 
Quinton Rodgers 
Beverly Caskey 
Tim Hallman 
Tiffany Whaley   
 

I. Call to Order – Meeting was called to order by Lester Belk 

 

II. Approval of April Minutes – Motion made by Gerald Vetter to approve April minutes.  Second by 

Pam Giardiello.  All in Favor 

 

III. Public Comments - None 

 

IV. New Business 

A. Pool findings and repairs (reported to County and City Administrators) – 

 Hal-pool up and running; had all repairs completed. 

 Katherine – while the water was out, paddock did some inspections on pool wall/floor 

marcite/plaster and found major hallow spots in zero grade entry and in deep end 

 Looking to replace next year; estimated cost $70,000-90,000 

 Recommended to City and County to budget $100,000 in case other issues came up. 

 Lester asked, were they receptive and Hal explained they have it budgeted. 

B. Hosting district softball (June 18 – 22) –  

 Katherine – when the district met, leagues present voted for Lancaster to host District 

Tournament 

 Dates are June 18-22 

 There are 10 leagues in our district and we will host all age groups (8U, 10U, 12U, and 

15U) 

 Asked Commission members if they were free to come out and enjoy some good 

softball. 

C. Maintenance employee opening – Hal- we had a maintenance employee that worked at Walnut 

Creek resign and Friday was his last day.  We are trying to find a replacement. 

D. Board member of the year nominations – Hal – I sent out an email for nominations for the 

board member of the year.  Erica Abbott got the most nominations, so she will represent our 

board at the annual dinner. 

E. Meeting with Town of Kershaw about sale of property- 

 Hal- Steve and I went down to meet with new administrator and mayor 

 That property was purchased with the money from RELT which back then was a grant 

program through PRT 

 The county will counter offer for the price 



 $25,000 was used in purchased price 

 Restrictions would have to be transferred to the property that the building currently sits 

on 

 If we ever sell that building, the deed would have to be transferred to a new 

park/property 

F.  Hospitality tax update. Information for Administration Committee for new complex and park                

upgrade costs- 

 Hal – The Admin Committee meets again on Thursday and we are to report back to 

them on what upgrades we would make to tournament style facilities and what it would 

cost 

 Hal – discussed all upgrades he would suggest to committee and cost estimates to 

commission members 

 Hal – then they asked what cost we would need for a complex 

 I contacted Wood & Partners to help come up with figures 

 The price they came back with was 9.7 million without land prep; they figured this with 

everything Clemson recommended from the needs study 

 

V. Old Business 

A. Grand opening of cross state bridge crossing – Hal- we had a good crowd and ceremony for the 

grand opening. 

B. T-Ball/Instructional jamboree – T-Ball was this past Saturday and we had great weather 

C. Disc golf course – Hal- we put the course in here at Springdale; it starts here and the bottom of 

the parking lot and follows the tree line.  The course is ready; we will get a few more items for 

use indoors;  we will have a ribbon cutting once we get all the equipment; we will have some 

discs to check out; it’s a 9 hole course 

D. Buford PARD project – Hal- I am meeting the fence people tomorrow, May 11th and they will 

start work and should be complete pretty quick; once fence is up a company will come in and 

hang up the safety netting. 

E. 2016 – 2017 Budget Update – Hal – after the budget meeting las week, we pretty much know 

we will just get what we had last year.  The software is on a priority list so there is a possibility 

we could get it. 

F. Update on Little League appeal – Hal – we appealed with little league as they are requiring us to 

form two all-star teams out of 44 kids.  We explained that we compete against another 

franchise and they still denied it.  Tommy met with coaches and there will be an Indian Land all-

star team and a team with a combination of Buford/Lancaster kids.  So we will put two teams in 

all-stars for ages 11 and 12. 

G. Letter from Program Supervisor Mike Barnes about overcrowding issues at Indian Land – Hal –

we had to cut off registration – Hal- we had to cut off registration for Summer Day Camp at 

Indian Land because we have too many kids and can only hold so many due to safety issues; it’s 

not a staffing issue and Mike wrote a memo to be presented to council so they would know 

what we were facing. 

 

VI. Commissioner’s Comments – Gerald Vetter asked had Hal heard back from Dixie in regards to our 

amendment to the January minutes and Hal replied,  No; Gerald asked have any of the school 

properties been discussed to be used for bond and if we would still be able to use certain facilities.  

Hal replied that he has sent them a letter but feels sure they will work with us. 



 

VII. Director’s Comments –  

 

 Hal- council has been pushing to close some of our pocket parks. 

 For example, Country Club Park; I have been doing research with PRT and most of these 

parks were purchased with grant money.  You can’t close these parks, but can move them – 

must move to a new piece of property 

 They are wanting to consider letting the municipality take care of them and doing away with 

appropriations 

  We wouldn’t give back the parks we use for programs, but the little playground parks;  

 They are talking about negotiating with the municipalities on taking those back or increasing 

appropriations  

 Quinton Rodgers asked what you are going to do if a municipality says you can’t use 

Buckelew. 

 A suggestion was made to increase appropriations 

 Hal said Steve and himself would be going to feel out town leaders and report back to 

committee (I & R) and Commission. 

   Motion made by Lester Belk to adjourn the meeting.  Second by Pam Giardiello.  All in Favor 

 

   Respectfully Submitted by: 

 

 

   Katherine Walters, Assistant Director 

 

 


